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INTRODUCTION

The United Methodist Church is a global communion where distinctive communities engage and encounter each other. The quest for unity within The United Methodist Church is waged in a context of diversity and radical change. We gather around regional, national, ethnic, cultural and ideological boundaries. Methodism has struggled with the issue of its global reality since the formation of The Methodist Church in 1939. It was during a 1970 Structure Congress of the European Central Conferences that the globalization of The United Methodist Church was crystallized, as the gathering spoke to the particular reality: 

We recognize that Methodism within the confines of the United States stands before serious problems. First there is the dilemma of its relations with the wider Methodist organization: how can America participate without dominating; how can it cease to dominate without abandoning responsibility? Second, there is the rising awareness of the need for serious missionary effort in all sectors of American life. Third there is the question of future ecumenical developments within the United States.
  

In 1970, the Central Conference of Europe realized part of a growing reality that impacts the global sphere of The United Methodist Church. While the Structure Committee identified the need for the United States to experience “serious missionary  effort” it can be said that the growth of Methodism in Africa, and the Philippines suggests that Europe is also in need missionary renewal. In fact under the present global alignment of Christendom it is the North that can benefit the most from what the South can provide through vitality of faith and witness. The Forum on the Global Nature of the Church will enable United Methodists to move beyond their historical isolation and divisions into new relationships of trust, cooperation and structural renewal. It will create new avenues for discussion and interaction that will help United Methodists learn from each other in a global framework and develop new ways of interacting and responding to the global reality of our church.

BACKGROUND
The United Methodist Church has, for four quadrennial, struggled with the concept of the global nature of the church. At the 1996 General Conference, the Council of Bishops made a report which was titled “A Report on The Global Nature of the Church” Among other statements made by the Council of Bishops it was asserted that “the Church must be free to express its life both globally and locally.” The Council of Bishops affirmed that the Church is both global and local.
 The Church is global in that it has significant mission and ministry in Africa, Europe, the Philippines and the United States. The Church is local in that it is challenged to remain both functional and relevant in particular regional realities. The Church is international in that its ministry and mission reach across Europe, Asia, North America, Latin America, the Pacific and Africa. This is the present dynamic of United Methodism. The challenge facing the Church is finding ways to promote the gospel in each unique culture and nation while living out its doctrinal core existence and remaining faithful to its polity. The quest for doctrinal integrity is also framed within an ecumenical reality which calls United Methodists to rethink our polity in the midst of ecumenical convergence and dialogue with our ecumenical partners. It was apparent when The Methodist Church established missions overseas; creating converts, then churches and conferences, structural problems emerged. Another structural issue which developed was the relation between the General Conference and the conferences outside of the United States.
  

The creation of regional consultations will serve the purpose of dialoguing about concerns which impact the relationship between The United Methodist Church, central conferences, autonomous, affiliated autonomous and affiliated united churches. One historical development that speaks to the need for such a deliberative process is evidenced in relation to the Methodist Church of Brazil. During the February 2006 meeting of The General Conference Study Committee on the Relationship Between The United Methodist Church and the Autonomous Methodist Churches of Latin America and the Caribbean, Bishop Aldo M. Etchegoyen of the Methodist Church of Argentina shared the background of this significant story. The leadership of the Methodist Church of Brazil sought the assignment of a resident bishop.  The Methodist Episcopal Church South, which supervised the Church in Brazil, had no provisions for assigning a residential bishop or the election of a native bishop. The Methodist Church of Brazil had no provision for such an assignment. This reality left autonomy as the only viable alternative for the Methodist Church of Brazil. It was the failure of the Methodist Episcopal Church South to alter its structure which essentially led to Brazil moving to autonomy, which was not the aim of the Brazilian leadership. This recollection is affirmed in Bishop Richard C. Raines’ study paper titled “Ecumenism and the Structure of Methodism”. It is the structural challenges that move the General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns to establish a framework for ongoing conversation to address structural and ecumenical issues within The United Methodist Church, which will influence the future of our relationships with autonomous churches that share in the Wesleyan heritage.
PROGRAM SUMMARY

.

The proposed forum serves as process that will help shape the future of The United Methodist Church as we look to the future and embrace the goal of “Making Disciples for Jesus Christ to Transform the World.” Transformation is a reality The United Methodist Church is confronted with as we consider our future life together. The initiative will allow for United Methodists to gather in regional settings. The purpose of such gatherings is to explore the unique issues and problems to which the church is called to respond. The ultimate goal of these gatherings is to develop legislation and structural ideas that will serve as conceptual ways in which The United Methodist Church can organize for the future. The report from the Council of Bishops made to the 1996 General Conference outlined a possible structure calling for the development of a Global Conference with the authority on matters dealing with:

a. Constitution

b. Doctrinal Standards and Our Theological Task

c. Mission Statements and global missional initiatives

d. Global social principles

e. General ministry of all Christians 

f. Clergy orders

g. Episcopacy

h. General financial matters

i. Administrative order defined and/or delegated

j. Judicial Order Defined and/or delegated

k. Formal ecumenical relationships with other   global Christian denominations and Interreligious groups

l. Definition or requirements for Church membership defined/delegated.

It was also during the 1996 General Conference that the Connectional Process Team (CPT) was established. The CPT was given the mandate to manage, guide and promote a transformational direction for The United Methodist Church.
 One of the controversial recommendations made by the Connectional Process team was for the structuring of the United States into a Central Conference.
  One of the essential goals of the Connectional Process team was to affirm local flexibility and increased independence for United Methodists to structure themselves to address their local and regional realities. The Team also recommended the creation of a Global Conference.
 The idea behind such a Conference was to create a space for global conferencing grounded in essential matters of faith and practice which serve as common ground for United Methodists. This proposal was not adopted by the General Conference but it provided some significant data for moving forward the discussion about the global nature of the Church. 

The Forum on the Global Nature of the Church is an effort to continue the dialogue on the global realities of The United Methodist Church. It is designed to create spaces in which United Methodists can meet in their regions in order to discuss their local realities and their impact upon our global mission. Therefore, the General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns proposes the creation of regional forums which will serve as a framework for exploring the local and global nature of The United Methodist Church.

African Forum

This forum will enable United Methodists in Africa to cross national, language and ideological boundaries. It will be a gathering to enable African United Methodists to articulate their experiences and share about issues of poverty and empowerment. This forum will also allow members of the General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns to learn about regional issues and provide support in relation to the ecumenical settings throughout Africa. Our experience in Africa will allow the Commission to become proactive in serving the interests of the African central conferences. In particular, it will expose the Commission to poverty, one of the barriers to unity in our world. The African Forum will provide a setting for United Methodists to develop strategies for eradicating poverty.

The United States Forum 

This forum will provide a setting where United Methodists in the United States can enter into dialogue about the divisions of the Church. It will provide an opportunity to discuss difficult issues such as homosexuality, addressing racism and the role of women. This forum will also allow United Methodists to talk about issues of geographical divisions and empowerment. The forum will enable United Methodists to discuss proposals for geographical autonomy in the context of what it means to be a covenant community. The Long Range/Strategic Planning Committee will develop legislative proposals that will be generated from this forum and presented to the Legislation and Polity Committee of the General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns General Conference. The legislation will relate to the future structure of The United Methodist Church as it relates to geographical autonomy. Legislation will also address alternative ways in which The United Methodist Church can address the issue of homosexuality in the congregational and annual conference contexts.

The European Forum

This forum will enable United Methodists from various regions of Europe to discuss issues affecting the Church in a rapid and expanding reality. The forum will be an opportunity to discuss the unique ecumenical issues that exist in Europe. There are a number of significant bilateral agreements, which involve United Methodists in Europe. This forum will expose the GCCUIC to these ecumenical developments from which we can learn. The forum will also enable North Americans to understand the depth of European attitudes concerning the role of the United States as a “global empire.” It will also provide a significant setting to engage in discussions about expanding apportionment obligations to the central conferences. At issue is the responsibilities and obligations of being a connectional and global church. 

The Philippine Forum 

This forum will enable United Methodist to grapple with the serious human rights concerns in the Philippines. It will also provide a forum of discussion about the legislative and structural issues related to The Philippine United Methodist Church possibly becoming an Affiliated Autonomous Methodist Church. This forum will provide input to the Commission on Central Conference Affairs as it works in tandem with The Methodist Church of the Philippines as it establishes its own future.

The Global Forum

The Global Forum is an international gathering that is designed to provide convergence for significant work concerning the global nature of the Church. The goal is to set a course for the future of United Methodism. It is in this setting where United Methodists and Methodists in Latin America will develop framework for our future life together. The areas that this forum will address will include future relationship and its international character.

CHALLENGES FACING THE GLOBAL STRUCTURE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

· The General Conference  does not occur outside of the United States

· United Methodist Relationships with Affiliated Autonomous, Autonomous and  Affiliated United Churches must be strengthened

· There  are no provisions for structural relationships between the various Central Conferences

· Ecumenical relationships between The United Methodist Church , Central Conferences and the Autonomous Methodist Churches must be coordinated

· The shifting growth of Methodism is moving from the United States and Europe to Africa, Latin America and Asia
THE FIRST STEPS

It is the objective of the General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns to address the challenges facing The United Methodist Church as it addresses global and ecumenical realities. The Forum on the Global Nature of the Church is designed to create new opportunities for contact between United Methodists in a global context. The Forum is a free space for dialogue about common concerns and problem solving. This will be an independent space designed to enable United Methodists to address common issues of Christian life and faithfulness with a focus on regional contexts. The Long Range/Strategic Planning Committee of the General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns will develop and promote this Forum as a significant opportunity for The United Methodist Church to establish greater understanding of historical divisions and present challenges. The Long Range/Strategic Planning Committee will develop and convene regional meetings in order to refine and advance this vision. The Committee aims to work closely with local and regional leadership in order to shape the structure of each gathering.

THE GLOBAL CONTEXT
The United Methodist Church is a communion that is centered, both economically and politically, in the United States. This does not reflect the explosive church growth and radical change happening in many of the central conferences. United Methodists now grapple with the international character of the Church. There must be a place for dialogue. United Methodists need a forum in which they can discuss issues of diversity and the future structure of the Church. The goal of the Forum is to create a setting where representatives from Africa, Europe, The Philippines, the United States and Latin America can tell their stories. The foundation of the Forum is:

In the spirit of John 17:21, “that THEY all may be one… so that the world may believe that you have sent me” 

(NRSV) and because of our common faith in a reconciling God. (II Corinthians 5:18-21), the Forum is intended:   

To deepen our commitment to God’s word and unity in the Church;

To enhance the understanding of contemporary faith expressions of United Methodists; 

To pursue principles and practices that would enable United Methodists to handle differences and distinctive qualities creatively and peaceably;

To engage in theological reflection in areas of common concern;

To strengthen the wholeness of the Church by encouraging communication and cooperation; and

To foster relationships that may lead to common witness. 

THE NEXT STEPS
The aim of the Long Range/ Strategic Planning Committee is to develop a six year plan that includes development, organization and implementation. A series of consultations will be developed in the major regions of The United Methodist Church. These gatherings will allow for an increasingly wide circle of people to give voice to their views of national and regional realities. The regional gatherings will include the selection of 5-7 representatives who will represent each region in Global Forum that will take place in 2011. These persons will serve as the Regional Representatives Committee for their regions. The Committees will give further structure to the concerns and issues within each region. The Long Range/Strategic Planning Committee of the General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns will be responsible for monitoring the work of and relating to each Regional Representatives Committee. Members of the Long Range/Strategic Planning Committee in addition to assigned GCCUIC staff, will facilitate and participate in the regional meetings. The Regional Representative Committee will participate to meet in a Global Forum in Latin America in order further organize and develop strategies for the future of The United Methodist Church. The regional gatherings are as follows: 

June-August- 2007 Africa (ZIMBABWE AREA- Old Mutare, Zimbabwe-Africa University)

February-March-2008-The United States (CHICAGO AREA- Evanston, Illinois-Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary)

April 22-May 2, 2008 Preliminary Report of the Global Forum to General Conference (FT. WORTH, TEXAS)

June-July-2009 Europe (NORTHERN EUROPE AREA-Oslo, Norway

February-March-2010-The Philippines (PHILIPPINES AREA-Manila, Philippines-

June-July-2011 Global Forum of Regional Representatives (AUTONOMOUS CHURCH PUERTO RICO METHODIST-San Juan, Puerto Rico)

2012 Final Global Forum Report Made to the General Conference

AFRICA

 The first forum will take place in Africa, where explosive church growth is occurring in the wake of the devastating effect of the HIV/AIDS pandemic. The African context presents some unique realities as we consider the global nature of The United Methodist Church. The forum will take place at Africa University, which affords the opportunity to interact with significant programs at the University which relate to peacemaking and economic development, two significant issues that affect the Church in Africa. Each area of the African central conferences will be represented by persons selected the bishops of the area. Each bishop will select two representatives from his or her area. The areas that will be represented are: 

CENTRAL CONGO AREA

CÔTE D’IVOIRE

EAST AFRICA AREA

EAST ANGOLA AREA

LIBERIA AREA 

NIGERIA AREA

MOZAMBIQUE 

NORTH KATANGA AREA

SIERRA LEONE AREA

SOUTHERN CONGO AREA

WEST ANGOLA AREA

ZIMBABWE AREA

As central conference bishops select representatives to the Africa Forum, attention should be paid to assuring that the gathering is inclusive. The representatives shall be selected with regard to the inclusion of women, young adults, laity and the physically challenged. The Long Range/Strategic Planning Committee will also recommend additional participants in order to enhance the inclusive nature of the gathering if necessary. Participants will share their experiences of Christian life, join in common reflection on questions of witness and unity, and develop strategies for living in a global faith context. The objective is to enable African leadership to make a unified commitment through an organized process within the region as United Methodists address issues of unity within a global framework. One representative from the United States, Europe and the Philippines will be present in order to provide for dialogue and sharing across regional boundaries. 

There are significant ecumenical and interfaith issues to which The United Methodist Church must respond in relation to Africa. The Africa Forum will be a setting in which significant dialogue about the ecumenical and structural realities of Methodism will take place. One of the significant structural and ecumenical issues concerns The United Methodist Church of Cote d’Ivoire. At the 2004 General Conference a petition was adopted  which enabled the former Methodist Church of Cote d’ Ivoire to become a part of The United Methodist Church. The inclusion of this Ivory Coast church within The United Methodist Church raises significant structural and ecumenical issues. One significant issue is the apparent membership of The United Methodist Church in the Ivory Coast. It is believed that there are one million United Methodists in the Ivory Coast.  At the recent 9th Assembly of the World Council of Churches The United Methodist Church of Cote d’Ivoire had a separate delegation that was distinguished from the United Methodist delegation which was inclusive of delegates from the United States and other central conferences. This represents the level of transition the inclusion of The United Methodist Church of Cote d’Ivoire requires in relation to ecumenical relationships. Furthermore, The United Methodist Church of Core d’Ivoire is also has represented on the Central Committee of the World Council of  Churches. As The United Methodist Church plans for the next Assembly of the World Council of Churches, it is evident that negotiations should take place regarding the future role of The United Methodist Church of Cote d’Ivoire within the ecumenical movement. This is one example of a real life structural issue that will be addressed within the context of the regional forum.

The Africa gathering will also be an opportunity to share faith experiences, discuss regional faith, economic and political realities which impact the life of the Church. This will also provide an opportunity to illuminate strategies for addressing issues such as:
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   FACING THE CHALLENGE OF ISLAM IN AFRICA 
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   CONTEXTUALIZING OF THEOLOGY FOR UNITED METHODISTS       

       IN AFRICA

·  THE ROLE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN RESPONSE TO ISSUES AFFECTING YOUTH, WOMEN AND THE PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED
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   THE ROLE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN AN AFRICAN 

           ECUMENICAL CONTEXT
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   ISSUES OF DISUNITY IN THE AFRICAN CONTEXT
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   THE ROLE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN ADDRESSING           

           ISSUES OF WAR AND CONFLICT
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   THE ROLE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN ADDRESSING 

           ISSUES OF POLITICAL INTEGRITY
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   THE ROLE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN ADDRESSING 

           HIV/AIDS IN AFRICA

The Africa Forum will be a 4-day event that will include an opening program to set the context for the gathering. The experience will include faith sharing where participants tell their stories. As persons share their faith journeys, it provides an opportunity to expand dialogue and cooperation. As people share the real stories of church life from their particular national contexts will be recorded. 

The Forum will also include theme presentations, which will set the context for the gathering. The focus of the presentations will draw attention to issues of faith and order in the African context. The presentations will also provide focus on the socioeconomic realities facing the Church in Africa. The event will be resourced with help from The All African Council of Churches, the World Council of Churches and the World Methodist Council which will be asked to provide technical assistance. We will also seek support and assistance from the General Board of Global Ministries.

Furthermore, the aim of the forum is to select a group of regional representatives who will continue to address the issues of the region and provide representation at the Global Forum that will take place in 2011.  

THE UNITED STATES

 The second Global Nature of the Church Forum will take place in the United States. The selection of a seminary setting allows for some faculty and student interaction as we address issues of unity within The United Methodist Church. The gathering in the United States will allow United Methodists to address issues of diversity. The focus of the event will primarily address issues of theological and geographical diversity in the United States. In order to select those persons who will participate in this forum the Long Range/Strategic Planning Committee will solicit ideas from U.S. bishops, caucus representatives and annual conference leadership. It is anticipated that 20-25 participants will be selected, representing the gender, racial, ideological and geographical diversity within the Church. The focus of the event will be to address issues of unity within The United Methodist Church, as we examine theological and doctrinal issues, which affect our unity as a Church. In this setting we will also seek the voices of the laity, young adults and the physically challenged. 

The United Forum allows for significant discussion on issues of unity within the Church. Discussion points will include:
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  GEOGRAPHICAL DIVERSITY IN THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AND ITS        

                 FUTURE STRUCTURE

[image: image10.png]


 CULTURAL DIVISION IN THE UNITED STATES AND THE ROLE OF THE 
                 CHURCH IN HEALING THE LAND
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 THE ROLE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN ADDRESSING POVERTY
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 THE FUTURE OF THE DEBATE ON HOMSEXUALITY
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 SEARCHING FOR COMMON GROUND IN THE MIDST OF THEOLOGICAL 


    DIVERSITY
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 THE FUTURE OF MISSION AND EVANGELISM IN THE UNITED STATES
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 THE FUTURE ROLE OF THE UNITED STATES IN GLOBAL METHODISM
The United States Forum will be a 4-day event that will include an opening program to set the context for the gathering. The experience will also include faith sharing where participants tell their stories. The focus of the Forum presentations will draw attention to issues of theological and geographical diversity in the U.S. context. The presentations will also provide focus on the cultural, political and economic realities facing The United Methodist Church. One representative from Africa, Europe and the Philippines will be invited in order to dialogue across regional boundaries.

The forum will also play a significant role in selecting a group of regional representatives who will continue to address the issues of the region and provide representation at the 2011 Global Forum.  

EUROPE  

The European Forum would be the first event to take place in the 2009-2012 quadrennium. Although no group of GCCUIC directors can bind future directors this framework, it is presented as a suggested process for addressing critical regional issues in The United Methodist Church. It will provide European leadership within The United Methodist Church the opportunity to dialogue about regional issues. This will afford an opportunity to address issues of immigration, the European Union and the integration of communities within European society. The bishops of the European central conferences will be asked to select 2 persons to represent their areas. As central conference bishops select representatives to the European Forum, attention should be paid to assuring that the gathering is inclusive. The representatives shall be selected with regard to the inclusion of women, young adults, laity and the physically challenged. Participants from Africa, the United States and the Philippines will also be present in order to enable dialogue. The Long Range/Strategic Planning Committee will also recommend additional participants in order to enhance the inclusive nature of the gathering when necessary. Participants will share their experiences of Christian life, join in common reflection on questions of witness and unity and develop strategies for living in a global faith context. The objective is to enable European leadership to commit to advancing an organized process within the region as United Methodists address issues of unity within a global framework. The areas that will be represented are:

CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN EUROPE AREA

EURASIA AREA 

GERMANY AREA 

NORDIC & BALTIC AREA

The European Forum will provide an opportunity to share faith experiences, discuss regional faith, economic and political realities which impact the life of the Church. This will also provide an opportunity to illuminate strategies for addressing issues such as:
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 RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE ORTHODOX CHURCHES
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 THE NATURE OF ECUMENICAL AND BILATERAL RELATIONSHIPS
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  IMMIGRATION AND ITS IMPACT UPON THE UNITED METHODIST 

               CHURCH
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 TRANSITIONS IN EUROPEAN SOCIETY AND THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH
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  ADDRESSING ISSUES OF UNITY IN THE EUROPEAN CONTEXT
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 THE IMPACT OF ISLAM ON EUROPEAN SOCIETY AND THE UNITED     METHODIST CHURCH
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 POLITY IN THE EUROPEAN CONTEXT OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
The European Forum will be a 4-day event that will include an opening program to set the context for the gathering. The experience will include faith sharing where participants tell their stories. This will be an opportunity to codify the real stories of Church life from a European perspective. It is anticipated that there will be between 8-12 participants from the European central conferences participating in this event. This will include Forum participants in addition to theme presenters.

The Forum will also include theme presentations, which will set the context for the gathering. The focus of the presentations will draw attention to issues of theological and geographical diversity in the European context. The presentations will also provide focus on the cultural, political and economic realities facing The United Methodist Church in Europe.

Furthermore, the aim of the Forum is to select a group of regional representatives who will continue to address the issues of the region and provide representation at the Global Forum that will take place in 2011.  

THE PHILIPPINES 

This Forum will take place in the midst of a growing movement toward autonomy that is presently taking place in The United Methodist Church in The Philippines. This forum will provide a significant opportunity for leadership to discuss the future relationship of The Filipino Church to The United Methodist Church. The bishops of The Philippines Central Conference will be asked to select two representatives from each area in order to address significant issues from the Filipino situation. Representation will come from these areas:

BAGUIO AREA

DAVAO AREA
MANILA AREA

The Philippine Forum will provide an opportunity to share faith experiences, discuss regional faith, economic and political realities which impact the life of the Church. This will also provide an opportunity to illuminate strategies for addressing issues such as:
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 STATUS REPORT ON AUTONOMY MOVEMENT IN THE PHILIPPINES
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 ADDRSSING ISSUES OF ISLAM IN THE PHILIPPINES
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 THE HUMAN RIGHTS STRUGGLES IN THE PHILLIPINES AND THE IMPACT

                ON THE CHURCH
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  THE CHURCH’S RELATIONSHIP WITH ISLAM
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 ISSUES OF UNITY IN THE PHILIPPINES


[image: image28.png]


 THE FUTURE OF THE PHILIPPINE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED METHODIST 


     CHURCH

The Filipino Forum will be a 4-day event that will include an opening program to set the context for the gathering. The experience will include faith sharing where participants tell their stories. This will be an opportunity to codify the real stories of Church life from a Filipino perspective. It is anticipated that this gathering will include 10-12 participants in addition to theme presenters. 

The Forum will also include theme presentations to set the context for the gathering. The focus of the presentations will draw attention to issues of theological and geographical diversity in the Filipino context. The presentations will also provide focus on the cultural, political and economic realities facing The United Methodist Church in The Philippines. Representative from Africa, the United States and Europe will also be included.

Furthermore, the aim of the forum will be to select a group of regional representatives who will continue to address the issues of the region and provide representation at the Global Forum that will take

place in 2011 in San Juan, Puerto Rico.  

THE GLOBAL FORUM 

The Global Forum will be a gathering of the regional representatives who will represent the concerns, interests and theological perspectives of their regions. The decision to meet in Latin America and particularly in Puerto Rico offers the opportunity to develop significant work that is presently taking place with regard to the relationship between the Methodist churches of Latin America (CIEMAL) and The United Methodist Church. The 2004 General Conference asked The General Board of Global Ministries, The General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns and The Council of Bishops to work together in developing the relationship between The United Methodist Church and the Autonomous Methodist Churches of Latin America. As the regional representatives gather this will be an opportunity for them to hear about the Methodist Church in Puerto Rico as it relates to United Methodism. 

The Global Forum will enable regional representatives to relate, share their stories and develop ideas and strategies concerning the global nature of the Church. The focus of this event will be to develop recommendations and models around which The United Methodist Church will base its future.

This process would enable The United Methodist Church to take intentional steps towards the future as we embrace the global reality in which we live out our faith. It is anticipated that there will be 30-35 participants at the Global Forum in Latin America. This will enable leadership from Latin America and theme presenters to also participate in this unique gathering. The General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns will seek to partner with the World Methodist Council in order to develop the discussion around the global nature of Methodism and the United Methodist relationship with the Southern Hemisphere.

In his document proposing the creation of an International Methodist Church, Bishop Richard C. Raines proposed the creation of eight or ten Regional Conferences that would meet quadrennially in order to discuss issues within each region.
 This idea was pushed and even modified in a document  written by D.T. Niles which was modestly titled “World Methodism,” There Niles proposed that as a way of developing an essential structure for Methodism regionally, such a structure should include the creation of a constitution within each regional conference following- (I) A Statement of Faith, (ii) A statement of adherence to the connectional system of Methodism, (iii) A statement of general principles which relate the law and discipline of the Methodist Church.

Secondly, Niles proposed that the General Conference could be organized as a World Methodist Conference. In such a conference the regional and united churches would be included. In this scheme the World Methodist Conference would serve as a “consultative body, a court of reference and an executive organ whenever its member units desire to act together.” It would not be a legislative body.
  

The reality of the United Methodist structure is that the Church is growing rapidly outside of the United States but its framework is based upon the vision of a North American Church. Bruce Robbins recognized this in his book, “A World Parish.” The leadership of the Commission on the Structure of Methodism Overseas also realized the need to adjust the structure of Methodism over 40 years ago. The point is that the structure of The United Methodist Church is a perennial concern to which increasingly we must draw attention particularly as the center of gravity of Christendom shifts from North to South. The concept of a World Methodist Conference that is not a legislative body but serves as a point of reference for World Methodism is quite appealing. 

The Global Forum modifies earlier ideas developed by the Commission on the Structure of Methodism Overseas.  It creates a setting in which United Methodists can encounter central conference and Autonomous Methodist leadership. It will be a setting in which proposals can be developed which can influence the life and structure of The United Methodist Church. The forum provides opportunity for the development of proposals and plan which can be introduced to the General Conference and the Commission on Central Conference Affairs. It is also in the framework of a Global Forum where the World Methodist Council, with its emphasis on World Methodism, can play a significant role in the development of these significant global relationships. It is anticipated that the expertise of the World Methodist Council will be utilized in developing the regional forums and it will be asked to play a significant role in the formation of a Global Forum which fully utilizes the faculties of that body.
 Outcomes

· Report to the 2008 and 2012 General Conferences outlining significant regional issues within The United Methodist Church 

· Develop a partnership with the World Methodist Council in addressing The United Methodist relationship with the Autonomous Methodist Churches

· Publish a regional analysis of  The United Methodism that speaks to the mission and ministry realities

· Expand and develop relationships between Central Conferences through the Commission on Central Conference Affairs across regional boundaries in an appropriate structural context

· Encourage and support independent participation of Central Conferences in the ecumenical movement.

· Work in cooperation with agencies such as the General Board of Global Ministries and local ecumenical organizations to address issues of unity.

Conclusion

The forums will enable significant dialogue across international borders. The forums will also provide opportunities for publishing significant material which addresses the future of The United Methodist Church, the significant issues of unity that affect the Church and the global nature of our ecumenical relationships. The forum will also expose United Methodists in every region to the ecumenical and interfaith issues that significantly impact our agenda of “Making Disciples for Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.” The United Methodist Church exists within a pluralistic and international context. Initiating these forums is an important step in helping United Methodists to develop a fuller understanding of our Church and its international challenges.
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