To: The Study Committee on the Worldwide Nature of the UMC

From: The United Methodist Publishing House

Date: October 16, 2009

Thank you for this opportunity for The United Methodist Publishing House (UMPH) to make a statement related to the critical work of the Study Committee on the Worldwide Nature of The United Methodist Church. 

The Gospel is clear that the work of making disciples is to happen in all the world. UMPH is charged with developing and delivering resources to the UMC and beyond that advance the cause of Christianity and resource the work of the Connection in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

UMPH receives no general church fund allocations and finances it ongoing operations solely through the sale of materials and services and management of its assets. Because of copyright laws, language, and cultural contexts, along with the ways production, distribution, and marketing mechanisms work in shaping UMPH’s self-funding publishing ministry, the majority of work is done in the United States. 
Whenever requested and possible, UMPH shares expertise and assistance by consulting with and providing support for publishing entities in other parts of the UMC connection.  UMPH has worked collaboratively with offices in the Philippines, Zimbabwe, Germany, Switzerland, the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and others. UMPH regularly distributes at no cost official resources, theological books, and reference works to UM-related seminaries and institutions of higher learning throughout the world. UMPH played a key role in the establishment of the library and the publishing enterprise at Africa University. UMPH frequently enters into rights agreements that result in UMPH materials being made available in countries and languages across the globe. As often as possible, these agreements are arranged at minimal or no cost. 
Where feasible materials that have a broader reach are made available in partnership with local publishers and church structures. This has been the case, for example, with Disciple Bible Study, a premier UMPH product that is available in multiple languages and editions throughout the world. In 2008 UMPH contributed funds to subsidize translation, production, and distribution of The Book of Discipline in a number of the Central Conferences and provided electronic files of the English version to all settings outside the United States. 
As certain resources are being developed, UMPH strives to include the world community. The Global Bible Commentary, for example, includes contributions from theologians and scholars across the international spectrum. The universal nature of the church can be seen in UMPH’s music resources, which include hymns, songs, and tunes from around the world, including Zimbabwe, Ghana, Japan, Korea, the Philippines, the Caribbean, Mexico, Nicaragua, Germany, Spain, and others. Again, however, in some cases the complex nature of intellectual property law means that UMPH does not have worldwide rights to sell the product throughout the world. 

In a personal and tangible way, the staff of UMPH has participated in sacrificial giving toward efforts such as Nothing but Nets, helping the UMC make a difference in the lives of children who live in areas where malaria is an ever-present danger. 

Over the last decade funds totaling several millions of dollars have been contributed to clergy pension programs in the Central Conferences as a part of UMPH’s fulfillment of its role as delineated in the church’s Constitution and as a co-sponsor of the Central Conference Pension Initiative. In addition, thousands more dollars were invested by UMPH in publishing ventures led by the annual conferences in Africa and the Philippines. Continuing funding for such efforts has recently been curtailed due to the downturn in the world economy, which caused dramatic reductions in UMPH invested assets that must be used to fund UMPH retiree pension and health care obligations, and in the funds that have previously financed benevolence ministries. Our hope and expectation is that as the financial situation improves we will be able to continue and expand such collaborative efforts.
UMPH's headquarters are situated in the middle of the United States, with Cokesbury outlets spread across the U. S. Though largely (but not exclusively) an English-language publisher and North American retailer, UMPH never loses sight of the fact that it exists in the service of a movement that is enriched by expressions around the world. While certain legal, economic and practical factors dictate that our work will largely focus on the United States, our sense of connection with, desire to learn from, and aspiration to serve extends to every part of the UM Connection. We continue to seek and foster collaborative relationships and to offer support in creative, generous, and effective ways. 

